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“The United States of America and the Kurds in the Syrian State”

Researcher:

Qassem Mohammad Samhat
Abstract:

This study aims to examine the nature of the relationship between the United States of America and the Kurds, amid
accelerating geopolitical changes. U.S. policy in the Middle East has undergone numerous tests, turning points, and
alliances—most notably its complex relationship with the Kurds, who were promised an independent state under the Treaty
of Sévres in 1920. However, these promises were never fulfilled and remained mere ink on paper, as Washington prioritized
the preservation of its political, economic, and military interests.

In light of the developments resulting from the Syrian crisis and based on its geostrategic calculations, the U.S. opted not to
intervene directly in the Kurdish issue in Syria, believing its interests were not at risk at that stage. However, following the
fall of the Iraqi regime in 2003, Washington once again adopted a supportive policy toward the Kurds, especially amid the
rapid events unfolding in both Iraq and the broader Middle East.

American positions escalated after the liberation of Kuwait, as the U.S. supported the establishment of Kurdish self-rule in
northern Iraq. This angered its ally, Turkey, and strained their mutual trust. In response, the U.S. affirmed its support for
Turkey in its confrontation with the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), in accordance with its strategic concepts and declared
interests in the region.

Keywords: Strategic ally — Self-rule — Treaty of Sévres — Turning points.
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